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Bilingual Education in China: How English as a third Language in China

Bilingual Education in China

	China has the third largest population in the world. There are 1.3 billion people, fifty-six nationals in China. Nowadays, people are mort likely to separate northern dialect and southern dialect. The biggest national is Han, it is about 91.59% of 1.3 billion people. The other nationals we called it minority nationality pupils, it is only about 8.41%. This is a common knowledge for Chinese people, because they need to be test on this when they are in junior high. In these fifty-six nationals, they all speak their own languages, so there are about fifty-six dialects in China, but since Han is the biggest nation in China and they speak Mandarin, so most of the people need to learn Mandarin. In other word, Chinese people believe, to unify a country, the first thing need to do is unify the languages. China has a very long history, “They share one writing script of about 3500 years old. The national language, Chinese is also know as Hanyu” (Lam, 2005). Therefore, Chinese people only use Mandarin in public, for example: TV shows, news, or school. 
	In China, most of the school programs are using Mandarin to teach each subject. Students are not necessary using Mandarin outside of the class, but when they are in class, teacher and students interlocution is Mandarin. “The Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Guojia Tongyong Yuyan Wenzi Fa (The Law on Language Use of the People’s Republic of Chin), announced on October 31, 2000, and effective from January 1, 2001, reaffirms the official position since the mid-1950s that Mandarin and standardized characters are the speech and the script to be used throughout the nation, though minority groups still have the freedom to use and develop their own languages and scripts.” (Lam, 2005). This mean Chinese people still can speak their own languages, and Mandarin becomes a standard language for China. How are the students learning Mandarin in China, which we can call Mandarin as their second language? 
An example from the Han people, Danny was born in southern coastal region in 1972. He didn’t speak Mandarin until he attended kindergarten. At 70s, there was no market for Mandarin, so when they hearing people spoke Mandarin, they would laugh at them. Danny changed his point of view after he received his education in Mandarin in school. In his city, they had many visitors from other provinces. Therefore, in-group of three or four, if one does not speak Minnanhua, they would switch to Mandarin. (Lam, 2005). This mean, Mandarin became Chinese people second language, and bilingual education in China is successful. 
	On the other hand, it is not easy for all the Chinese people to learn Mandarin. For the Minority learners in China, they have difficult time to learn Mandarin. 

He: I was born in village in the Ningxia Autonomous Region in 1972. Before I went to school, I learnt a little Arabic at home and mostly at the Muslim temple…At home, most of the time, we spoke the local or buying things. I started learning Mandarin only when I went to school at nine or ten…almost all the teachers taught in Mandarin…I felt my Chinese dialectal pronunciation was a hindrance to my learning of Mandarin, because my pronunciation was not accurate, I could not figure out the words…learning Chinese was very, very painful for me…I often failed my Chinese…when I went to university, my Chinese dialect became Mandarin by and by…my best language now is Chinese. (Lam, 2005)

Although Mandarin is not easy for the Minority learners, at least they try their best and they know Mandarin is going to be the most important language among Chinese people. As Mandarin becomes more and more important in the education system, Minority learners would not give up to learn the language. 
	

Why English become a third language in China?

Mandarin is the second language for Chinese people, beside their own language. In the past, Russian was promoted as a foreign language. At the 20’s-50’s, Soviet Union had very big power in the world. So the Chinese people were learning Russian, if now you interview people from 20s, they would tell you, there are third language is Russian. “Only when relations with the Soviet Union did not develop as hoped for did China, replace the learning of Russian with the learning of English for the late 1950s” (Lam, 2005). During the time, in China there are a lot of products from the United States. America became a stronger country in the world. English has become the language of business.
The other reason for English start popular in China was, in 2001, China joined the WTO, which means Chinese business becoming more international. Also the world common language now is English. The most excited and get more people involves to learn English would be: at the same year, Beijng get a proved to Olympic 2008. 
	“A school system is being rapidly developed in which a foreign language, in most cases English, and Mandarin Chinese are used as the language for teaching school subject.”(Feng, 2007). English had been giving lesson start Primary 3. “The teaching of English as a compulsory subject at school from around Primary 3 to both the Han Chinese and Minority learners (wherever teaching conditions permit) is only supported by recommendation in the syllabus and various policy announcement from the Ministry of education, but only by legislation. (Lam, 2005). At ages of 7 or 8, the students are starting to learn English. The main subject needs to be test would be Chinese, Math and English. At the end of each semester, students need to pass an exam to get into next Primary education level. 

English-Chinese Bilingual Education Programs at School
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Teaching English as third language in China, this would be a challenge for Chinese teachers. Teachers are needs to think about what kinds of textbook need to be use in school? How to teach pronunciation/phonemes? What are the approaches?... this lead to so many parents rather take their kids to international school, or higher standard school, not an ordinary school. “Primary and secondary schools have been tasked with making a major contribution to the development of the bilingual workforce. While this has long been true in the case of Chinese, the teaching of English was, until recently, mainly confined to secondary schools. However, in the National English Curriculum for Nine-year Compulsory Education, issued in 2001, English was made a compulsory subject from at least Grade 3 in primary school.” (Zhang and Adamson, 2007) Nine- year Compulsory Education in China is, all cities/provinces students are attending school form 1st to 9th grade is free. 
	From my research, there is an example showing that how Chinese- English bilingual education works in China. This is a geography class, teacher show the English video of earthquakes. Then ask students to describe the earthquakes by English. Students can discuss either in English or in Chinese, but when they respond to the teacher, they need to use English. This is very successful case in China. Teachers are giving trans-languaging/co-languaging to students are very helpful. Teachers will give Chinese and English definition of the key terms and provide Chinese/English in same content to the students for studying. This way student could learn English more quickly. Also this is very important for Chinese teachers too, “Content-based English language teaching (ELT), or the use of English as an instructional medium, and is widely known in China as bilingual education/ instruction.” (Hu, 2007) 
 	Another example is from Shanghai. Shanghai education commission started ELT lowered from Primary 5 to Primary 1, and the Oxford English series was introduced to replace the textbook. They school is becoming like an international school. 




